[Lasers in dentistry. Epilogue].
Laser use in the dental clinic requires scientifically demonstrated improvement for patient and/or dentist, easily obtainable equipment, adequate training and safety. These aspects are summarized for all laser applications. Improvement has not been shown for all applications. In the Netherlands manufacturer-independent training is little available. Safety requires care, but not a large investment. Economical aspects include an adequate compensation for the necessary investment. For only a few applications laser treatment leads to decreased cost or time of treatment. However, also increased compensation by insurers or patients may be possible; some patients will be willing to pay more when laser treatment is less unpleasant than traditional treatment or, in the case of diagnosis, leads to better information.